
Dear Friends, 

 

 It is with great joy (though not complete) that I am happy to be speaking about opening 

up for Mass here at St. John’s.  With the latest guidance we have formulated plans for what 

should be called a “light” opening.  The plans will limit us severely as to the numbers that can 

attend, but we would rather start here than not offer anything.   

The main points: 

 - The church bathroom will not be available.  If you need to use one, the Welcome Center 

will be open, but once you are in church you cannot leave and then return.  This also is where 

you should cleanse your hands before coming into church if you need to do that. 

- Seating will be assigned as you enter church, there will be no choosing of seats.  This is 

done so that people do not walk past each other closer than six feet.  Once you are in your seat, 

you must stay there until dismissal, when Communion will be given out at the door as you exit 

church.  Please do not try to sit in seats that are blocked off. 

 - The door you enter will determine which wing you will sit in.  To sit in the main church 

you must use the main doors, likewise regarding the wings.  (You cannot cross over.) 

 - Masks are required by the state guidelines.  Please look these up and know that if you 

are exempt from this, we ask you to show great deference to those who may not understand your 

inability to wear one and may be frightened of being exposed.  Kindness will be the watchword 

here, on both sides.  (Keeping a greater distance if without a mask could help here.) 

- Gloves are not required (and may actually increase the chance of cross-contamination 

due to a false sense of immunity).  Communion cannot be placed in a gloved hand, so they will 

have to be removed before receiving at the end of Mass.  (Washed hands are the ideal!) 

- The Newsletter has our Worship Aid in the centerfold, as there are no Missalettes in the 

pews.  Please take one as you come in and take it with you when you leave, as it will be 

contaminated by your use.  (Sounds nice, right?  But true!) 

- Communion will be distributed at the end of Mass at the door, as you leave the church.  

This will be row-by-row starting at the back, and please leave the proper space in front of you as 

you approach the door to the church.  You must be sure to clear the walks after receiving 

Communion.  There can be no gathering near the church as you return to your cars. 

- Hand sanitizer is not available at the church.  Please bring what you will need with you.  

Soap and water will be available at the Welcome Center bathrooms, but can only be used before 

or after Mass. 

 

 I know this is a lot of information, and so unlike our usual way of gathering to pray.  We 

are working hard to be sure everyone who comes is safe.  And for those who are possibly 

compromised in any way, we ask you to think carefully before coming.  A couple more weeks 

might be a better option, until we can see if our efforts are really keeping us safe.  Also, because 

of the severely limited seating we will probably not be able to accommodate all who want to 

come.  This first weekend we will only be offering one Saturday and one Sunday Mass, but 

expect to add a Sunday morning Mass next weekend.  Cleaning after each Mass will be an issue, 

so we will need people who are willing to help with this to make it work.  Pray about this please. 

 Thanks to all for your continued prayerful support.  We can make this work if we all keep 

remembering who we are and how His grace will be with us. 

 

In Christ, 

Fr. Tom 


